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Churchill's war government established the Council for Industrial Design in 1944 to 
support the economic renewal of the nation. The country turned to design to rebuild, 
innovate and instigate growth.

*industrial design was also applied as a growth mechanism after the Great Depression of the ‘30s.



 ‘Design in the expanded field’, recognises that ‘design’ increasingly transcends the 
creation of material objects to include more elusive creations such as interactions, 
strategies and systems.



The coronavirus has led to global heartbreak, mass disruption and strain and it has 
exposed the some of the failings and fragility of our fundamental systems. 

Has it also generated a window within which politics, business and society are more 
receptive to engage with alternatives and how might these be explored? 



What protective measures can you think of so we don’t go back to the pre-crisis 
production model?

Bruno Latour



How do we resolve the tension between density of people supporting sustainability yet 
undermining health?

Richard Sennett



Are the manifestations of our most persuasive and effective economic models 
undermining our physical health? Are the measures to protect our physical health 
putting strain on our mental and social well-being?

Image from: https://www.voanews.com/science-health/coronavirus-outbreak/hong-kong-orders-bars-close-it-ramps-social-distancing



Image from: https://www.gmcrafts.co.uk/product/dabbing-unicorn-iron-on-transfer/



Re-Directive Practice is the 

knowledge and actions that align to and support design 
futuring as effort in opposition to defuturing. 



Infrastructuring is a design practice that develops 

conditions (materialised and embodied as systems, services, 
artefacts) that enable and support others to continue a designing 
process. *as an ongoing form of enquiry and political expression.



In response to a national systems failure, between 2015-2017 The Gatsby Foundation 
funded a pilot in NE England to explore how schools could creatively develop a ‘good’ 
and ‘sustainable’ careers guidance programme.  







Unexpected applications of creative sector expertise: the dynamics of self-preservation, 
interpersonal well-being, and community good in times of crisis.

(a) Identify how NE Creative Sector micro-businesses and freelancers changed and applied their 
time, practices and expertise as a response to emerging priorities and new pressures.

(b) Collaboratively and creatively convert these compromises, actions and uses of resource into a 
set of fictional enterprise policies.

(c) Use the fictional enterprise policies to construct a series of speculative design futures exploring 
their consequences when applied into contexts of real regional public, private and third sector 
SMEs.

(d) Responses from regional development experts and business leaders to the design futures will 
be used as a basis for a critical analysis of emerging practice and their implications for 
organisational and national policy.



DIY Geiger Counter by Yuri Suzuki: https://www.lsnglobal.com/news/article/3843/political-objects-a-design-activism-showcase

Design as a Re-Directive Practice and Infrastructuring practice has the opportunity to 
construct three-way value: support for organisations in transition; political objects 
contributing new narratives to complex debates; and effort to integrate design 
futuring capabilities into existing ecosystems. 



"Thank you!"
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